
Putting your baby’s father on the birth certificate is not required to receive support.

You can apply for child support even if:
His name is not on the birth certificate.
You did not sign an AOP.

The Texas Attorney General’s Office can:
Establish paternity
Order genetic testing
Set child support

If you feel unsafe or unsure:
Do not sign the AOP at the hospital.
Use your last name.
Open a child support case through the state.

If he is safe and you both agree:
 You can sign the AOP.
 Just understand it gives him legal father status.
Once signed, it is legally binding.

Understanding Child
Support



Step 1: Gather Basic Information
Before applying, have as much of this as possible:

About You:
Full legal name
Address
Phone number
Social Security number
Baby’s birth certificate (if baby is born)

About Dad:
Full legal name (exact spelling)
Date of birth (if known)
Last known address
Phone number
Employer name and location
Names of relatives who know where he lives
The more info you give, the faster the case moves.

Step 2: Apply Online
Go to the Texas Attorney General Child Support website and click “Apply for Child
Support.” You will:

Create an account
Fill out an online application
Answer questions about paternity (married or not)
Submit your information
There is no application fee.
If you cannot apply online, you can call the OAG Child Support Division and request
help by phone.

Step 3: What Happens After You Apply
The state will:

Open a case.
Notify the father.

Establish paternity if needed.
Set up a court date (sometimes virtual).
Calculate child support based on his income.

If Dad Is NOT on the Birth Certificate, that is okay.
The state will:

Ask him to sign an Acknowledgment of Paternity (AOP), or
Order DNA testing.

Once paternity is established, they can order child support.
You do not have to handle DNA testing yourself. The state manages it.

Child Support



How Child Support Is Calculated in Texas
Texas uses a percentage of the father’s net income.
For one child:

Typically 20% of his net income.
If he has other children, it may adjust.
If he is unemployed, the court may still assign a minimum amount based on minimum
wage.

How Payments Work
He does not pay you directly.
Payments go through the Texas State Disbursement Unit and are:

Direct deposited into your bank account, or
Loaded onto a state-issued debit card.

This protects you legally and creates a record.

Important Things for Teen Moms to Know
Child support and custody are separate issues.
Getting child support:

Does not automatically give him visitation.
Does not automatically give him custody.
Does not mean you lose control.

However, if paternity is established, he has the right to ask the court for visitation.
That is separate from child support.

If You Are on Medicaid, SNAP, or TANF
If you receive certain benefits (especially TANF), the state may automatically open a
child support case.
You are still allowed to:

Ask for safety protections
Inform them if there is family violence

If there is abuse or safety risk, tell the OAG immediately. There are protective processes
available.
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